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Cynthia Verdugo-Peralta was appointed to the AQMD Governing Board by
Governor Davis in April of 2000, becoming the first Hispanic female to assume
this position.  The Senate unanimously confirmed her in April 2001, becoming the
first individual to be confirmed to this position in approximately 11 years.  She
was re-appointed by the Governor in March of 2003 and unanimously confirmed
by the Senate, in July 2003, to serve a second term. 

Verdugo-Peralta is a CEC certified Energy Efficiency Specialist with 28 years
experience in the utility industry, specializing in the areas of energy and the
environment.  She founded VPC Energy, Inc., an energy efficiency and
environmental outreach firm, in 1989.  Before becoming a Board Member,
Verdugo-Peralta served on several AQMD technical committees since 1993; and
managed several DOE energy efficiency and environmental small business
programs.  Verdugo-Peralta currently serves on the Executive Board of Directors
for the Asthma and Allergy Foundation of America and the Los Angeles Unified
School District’s Indoor Air Quality Advisory Board.  She is past President of
Professional Hispanics in Energy, a non-profit organization providing energy and
environmental information to the Latino community.

Verdugo-Peralta serves on several AQMD standing committees including Local
Government & Small Business, Permit Streamlining, is Vice Chair of the
Technology Committee and chairs the Ethnic Community Advisory Group. 
Verdugo-Peralta also represents the AQMD on the Steering Team of the
California Fuel Cell Partnership and the DOE’s International Partnership for a
Hydrogen Economy.  She has also served on the California Stationary Fuel Cell
Collaborative.  In addition Verdugo-Peralta represents the South Coast AQMD,
as well as the other 34 air districts in the state on Governor Schwarzenegger's
Hydrogen Highway Implementation Advisory Panel.  

Verdugo-Peralta has made several public presentations regarding air quality and
energy issues, fuel cell vehicles and hydrogen refueling infrastructure, both
domestically and internationally.  This included the presentation of her paper on
“Accelerating Hydrogen Refueling Infrastructure by Jointly Harnessing Resources
with CNG Refueling Stations,” at the World Hydrogen Energy Conference in
Montreal, Canada. 

Verdugo-Peralta is a past recipient of the South Coast AQMD’s Clean Air Award
for Excellence in Promoting Good Environmental Stewardship.  In addition, she
was recognized by the International Chinese Transportation Professional
Association for her Contributions and Leadership in Transportation.

Verdugo-Peralta is a native Californian who is concerned about improving our
environment, while balancing the needs for a healthy economy.  She and her
husband, Art Peralta, have lived in Yorba Linda, California for the past 20 years
with their two children Marisa and Ryan. 


